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GRACE NOTES
“Like humility, generosity comes from
seeing that everything we have and
everything we accomplish comes from
God’s grace and God’s love for us...
Certainly it’s from experiencing this
generosity of God and the generosity of
those in our life that we learn gratitude
and to be generous to others.”
~Desmond Tutu
Grace in action. This has been our
theme for stewardship this season.
Linguistically, it’s been a challenge at
times because this is both our name
and God’s gift to us. However, that has
also been the beauty. I truly believe we
live into our name. We strive to serve
God and our community without an
expectation of reward or payback.
This past month has demonstrated our
passion for embodying our namesake.
We have seen pews overflowing with
quilts. We’ve gathered items and given
of our time to help support the Alvarez
family, our friends from Guatemala. I
have seen people step up to volunteer
and coordinate opportunities to
celebrate and learn as a church and as
a community. We’ve committed to
giving financially. I had the joy of
listening to our Endowment Committee
become passionate about using their
gifts and interests to help our members
in their lives and future decisions.
As we enter November,
I am so thankful for
our staff, our council
and you, our
members and
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friends of Grace. Without your help we
could not put grace into action and live
so fully into our identity. I am overflowing with gratitude for you, and I am
excited to see where God leads us next.
In the words of Desmond Tutu,
everything we accomplish comes from
God’s Grace and God’s love for us.
Which is why I am eager to introduce our
newest staff position at Grace. It is the
embodiment of grace. After prayerfully
reviewing and reflecting on our current
staffing, the Council with the Personnel
Committee have created a Director of
Outreach and Youth Ministry. This
person will be an innovator of ministry.
They will be building relationships with
our members, our neighborhood and our
local non-profits or businesses so that
we might partner together for the good
of our community (70% of the position).
This position also provides opportunities
to foster faith for youth, children and
families (30% of the position).

to do something more? With this position
we can develop two areas close to
Grace’s heart, youth and helping our
community. With this position we can
discover new ways to do ministry and be
the church. With this position we are
taking a leap of faith.
After finding the right candidate, we
know it will take time for them to develop
their ministry. It will begin with lots of
listening. Which means the council is
committed to investing in this position
and expecting that it will likely be 3 years
until we see the sprouts from the
seeds they planted.
At this time, please hold our Personnel
Committee in prayer as we search for the
right person. We will also need your
support, your participation and your ideas
to help create what comes next. We
invite you to jump with us, take a leap of
faith rooted in grace.

If you recall the program LEAD which
focused on creating ministry with and
for our neighborhood, this position will
seek to do something similar. To create
something new, to build these kinds of
relationships, requires someone who can
dedicate their time and focus. Likewise,
our youth ministry would benefit from
such attention.

To learn more about the position you can
join us for an adult forum on November 6,
between services.

This position was created after noticing
that most of our positions function and
focus inward on the life of the church
and our members. That is good and
understandable. However, are we able

God's Peace,
Pastor Stephanie
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Many, Lord my God,
are the wonders you have done,
the things you planned for us.
None can compare with you;
were I to speak and tell of your deeds,
they would be too many to declare.
~Psalm 40
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CONGREGATIONAL LIFE

PAGE
TURNERS

November 12, 2022 Book Selection

Home Front by Kristin Hannah
What happens when a female soldier must leave a strained marriage and two
daughters at home when her National Guard unit is deployed to Iraq? At once a
profoundly honest look at modern marriage and a dramatic exploration of the toll
war takes on an ordinary American family, Home Front is a story of love, loss,
heroism, honor, and ultimately, hope.
Host: Carol Keller 563-340-9013
Location: Valley Country Cafe, 24487 Valley Drive, Bettendorf

30 Days of Prayer

November 6, 2022

Once again, in November we will practice 30 Days of Prayer with
daily devotions written by Grace members and emailed to you and
posted on Facebook each day. These will include a bible verse,
reflection, invitation to give thanks, and a prayer. Booklets are also
available on the table in the narthex.

All Saints’ Sunday is a special
time in which we remember and
give thanks for those loved ones
who have died and have entered
the church triumphant. On All
Saints’ Sunday, November 6, we
will read names of our beloved
saints during the service.

We hope you will take this time of thanksgiving and blessings to set aside
a time each day for your own spiritual and prayerful growth. Watch for daily
emails and daily Facebook posts the month of November. Special Thanks to our
contributing members: Pastor Stephanie Wood, Dr. Becky Wiese, Paul Lewellan,
Joel Lorentzen, Connie Lannan, and Ruth McAndrews.

2022
Advent
Theme

If you have names of dear
ones you would like to have
remembered, please email or
call the church office (be sure
to include pronunciations if
necessary).

November 27, December 4, 11, 18
Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed; for the Mighty One
has done great things for me, and holy is his name. His mercy is for those
who fear him from generation to generation. Luke 1: 48b-50
From Generation to Generation… reminds us of the ways our lives, histories,
actions, and stories are interconnected and woven together. In the midst of
narratives, policies, and rhetoric designed to divide us, what does it look like to
practice belonging to one another? The work of God is always unfolding— in and
through us. This Advent season, how will we carry it forth?
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Thank you for helping us lift up
those who have modeled God's
love to us and have completed
their baptismal journey. We are
indeed surrounded by a great
cloud of witnesses!
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CHILDREN, YOUTH, & FAMILY

Children, Youth,
& Family

IT'S FOOD &
FELLOWSHIP!

Grace members enjoyed a perfect Fall
evening at Miss Effie's Farm in Donohoe.

JUNIOR BIBLE STUDY
Volunteers are always needed and appreciated. Please contact Chryss
Hartman at candm61877@aol.com or Sally Haugen sallyhaugen@gmail.com
if you are able to help as a leader, a shepherd, with art projects, or music.
November 6 Jesus teaches his disciples to pray
November 13 Writing our own prayers
November 20 Practice our prayers to say in worship
November 27 Thanksgiving Break - no JBS

JBS CHRISTMAS PROGRAM
We found the costumes and we’ve dusted them
off! It’s not too early to start thinking about the Jr.
Bible Study Christmas Program! The date will be
Sunday, December 18 (time to be announced). It’s
a narrated program so there are no lines to learn,
just costumes to wear. We’ll practice during Jr.
Bible Study. Please let us know if you’re interested
in having your children participate by contacting
Sally Haugen or Chryss Hartmann or by calling the
church office at 563-322-0769.

BIBLES FOR OUR YOUTH
The Children, Youth and Family Ministry Team would like youth in grades 3-5
that have not received Bibles yet to receive one this Fall. Parents, please call
563-322-0769 or email office@gracewelcomesyou.org to add your child's
name to the list.

FAIR TRADE COFFEE
It's time to order for Christmas! You can even order
by the case, which includes packages of six of
coffee or tea! Our Fair Trade Coffee supply is available for
purchase anytime during office hours or by calling or texting Jane Rock
at 563-340-8022. Regular Coffee $8, Decaf $9, plus a variety of teas,
chocolate, and olive oil (at reduced prices). You may pay by check or online at
www.gracewelcomesyou.org.
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SOCIAL & SPIRITUAL OUTREACH MINISTRIES

CARE FOR
CREATION
Coming Soon, to Our
Neighborhood: La Nina!
This is the same weather pattern we
have seen for the past few years; it is a
function of the pattern of trade winds
flowing across the continent. Often
colder, wetter winters. Climate change,
the affects on climate by human
activities, does not cause the weather
patterns. They do make them more
extreme - colder winters, hotter
summers, etc.
What are some steps you can take
to be environmentally responsible?
The heat will be on lots this winter to lessen the effect of cold temps,
plan to have layers of clothing on
at home, keep blankets around to
use when relaxing, check your
storm windows/drapes.
The air will be dry, consider
hanging up at least part of your
washed laundry to dry - moisture in
the air, less energy for clothes
dryers.
Can you continue to fill your bird
feeder when the weather is nasty?
Do the trees in your yard need
attention to survive the winter?
Will you still be able to reach your
outside recycling bin in bad
weather?
We know winter is coming, and we can
plan ahead so we can enjoy its beauty
more easily, more responsibly.

Dr. Becky Wiese
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FOOD PANTRY WEEKEND
The next Food Pantry weekend is November 6. Thank you to Jim Bayles for
our November pantry delivery. Bring your non-perishable food donations in a
bag, and leave at the altar before the service.

GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP
Our Next Meetings are November 2 & 16. At our November 2 meeting we
welcome Kris Dohrmann who will discuss dealing with holidays. The Grief
Support Group meets the first Wednesdays 5:30pm in Pat Bell hall. Masks are
optional. Please be assured that our conversations will be kept in confidence.
Contact Cindy Lee 563-370-5386 with any questions.

SAFER LUNCHES
We are serving lunches November 8, 15, 29 and December 6.
The Safer Foundation offers classes for at-risk youth to assist the
teens in completing their education and to work on job skills, and
Grace helps to serve lunches. Please contact Hollie Swain with
any questions. We meet at JB Young building on Main Street at
11:15am.

CENTERING PRAYER
Mondays 4:30pm via Zoom (excluding holidays)
In the Christian tradition, Contemplative Prayer is considered to be the pure gift
of God. It is the opening of mind and heart--our whole being to God, the
Ultimate Mystery, beyond thoughts, words, and emotions. Through grace we
open our awareness to God whom we know by faith is within us, closer than
breathing, closer than thinking, closer than choosing—closer than consciousness
itself. Centering Prayer is a method designed to facilitate the development of
Contemplative Prayer by preparing our faculties to receive this gift. It is an
attempt to present the teachings of earlier times in an updated form.
Cheryl Kritsch is the facilitator. Periodically the group will meet in-person in the
Grace Lutheran Church Choir Room providing the ZOOM
option, as well. Please contact Cheryl 563-343-0135 with
any questions and to verify the location (zoom or in-person).
Click HERE to enter Zoom for Centering Prayer.
Meeting ID: 392 407 7028 Passcode: 2020
Contact the church office for phone-in information.
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WORSHIP, EDUCATION, & OUTREACH

Grace had their LWR quilts &
kits blessing on October 9. The
Service Day Quilters sent to to
LWR: 99 quilts, 22 health kits,
and 98 school kits. A special
thank you to all who donated
items for the kits and to all
those who cut, assembled,
sewed, and finished all of the
beautiful quilts and blankets.
What a wonderful witness of
God's love!

Worship Volunteers Needed
We would love to have more volunteers available to serve as Acolyte or
Crucifer. Both are simple, yet important and meaningful duties that enhance our
worship services. Please contact the office if you would like to be serve in this
way - all ages welcome! (ie: A younger child could serve as acolyte if an adult is
willing to supervise at the same time while lighting and extinguishing candles.)
Additionally, with us returning to a healing service each month, Healing
Assistants are needed to help with the service. It's also a simple, yet important
and meaningful duty, and we would love to have a few more people willing to
serve in this capacity. Please talk to Pastor Stephanie or contact the church
office if you'd like to help or would like more information.

Pet Food Collection

Adult Education class meets in Pat Bell
Hall following the 8:30am service each
Sunday. For those unable to attend in
person, a Zoom link is emailed each
week in the Weekly Update. Bring your
coffee/tea and treats and join us!
November 6 A question & answer
session about our new staff position
opening, Director of Outreach &
Youth Ministry.
November 13 We welcome Pastor
Elaine Olson who addresses the
questions: Why is there a prayer room
at church? Who is Elaine Olson?
What is spiritual direction? All of
these questions will be addressed at
the Adult Education class on Sunday,
November 13, with Elaine K Olson.
She is an ELCA pastor, LCPC, and
certified spiritual director. Elaine
sees people in the prayer room for
spiritual direction several times a
month. During the class, she will talk
about spiritual direction and why it is
helpful for spiritual growth. "Some
things in life are too hard to do
alone. "
November 20 We welcome Bishop
Amy Current leading our Adult Ed
hour.

Thank you to everyone who donated to the Pet Food Sunday! Here are the
totals that we delivered to Rescued in Moline:
Cash Donation $20
95.8 lbs of dry dog food
72.25 lbs of dry cat food
13 cans of Fancy Feast Cat Food
4 can of 9 Lives Cat Food
3.75 lbs of Dog biscuits

ADULT
EDUCATION

3 oz of dog treats
1 canister of dog calming treats
3 dog toys
20 lbs of cat litter
1 pet bed
3 pet pillows

November 27 This first Sunday in
Advent we will begin our Advent
Curriculum "From Generation to
Generation".

With the colder weather coming, I am certain that they will be able to use all of
our items. Thank you again so very much, Hollie Swain, Social Ministry member

Click HERE to attend via Zoom. Meeting
ID: 291 145 9613 Passcode: 2020
Contact the church office for phone-in information.
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GRACE & COMMUNITY MINISTRIES
Nominating Committee
The Nominating Committee has started its work to nominate members of the
congregation for open positions in the church organization (church council,
endowment committee, Luther Properties delegates, and the nominating
committee). Nominees will be up for election at the annual meeting at the end of
January. Current Nominating Committee members are Kathy Shriver, Kathy
Higgins, Sue Janssen, and Russ Finkler. Please keep the nominating
committee in your prayers as they seek nominees for various positions. And keep
our congregation in your prayers that they may be open to accepting a
nomination to serve the congregation.

Endowment Fund Committee

The Endowment Fund Committee would like to
provide opportunities for Grace members to learn
about various topics of interest. Over the next
couple months, we’ll be seeking your input on
possible subjects, which may include strategies for
charitable giving (be it to Grace or any other
organization), legacy planning, life transition
decisions (for example, whether/when to downsize
or move to senior living facilities), or other areas of
interest. We have a great resource available to us,
the ELCA Foundation, which has a myriad of informational pieces which can be
printed and shared. The Iowa representative for the Foundation, Mike Klinefelter,
will be here at Grace on Sunday, February 19 for an educational presentation on
these topics.

COUNCIL
CORNER
The Grace Council met on Monday,
October 23. Devotions were led by Ann
Lorentzen. Special guests were
welcomed. Russ Finkler, chair of the
Nominations Committee, brought us up
to date on the process that the
committee is using for nominations to
Church Council, Nominating Committee,
Endowment Committee, and Luther
Property Annual Meeting Delegates. We
also welcomed Ruth McAndrews, Joel
Lorentzen, and Deb Kirby, all
representatives from the Personnel
Committee. They presented the new job
description for Director of Outreach and
Youth Ministry. Following the
presentation and discussion, the council
fully approved the job description. The
committee will now be working on what
next steps need to be taken.
The council also discussed the role of
Grace in supporting Pastor Pilar and his
family. Deacon Becky explained her role
as assisting with the sponsoring of Pastor
Pilar. Our members have shown support
in many different ways. We will continue
to work with other churches and
organizations to assist the family. A
special thanks for the generous support
that Grace members have shown.

St. Mark - Thanksgiving Worship
SAVE THE DATE: Sunday, November 20, 7pm

St. Mark - Searcher’s Bible Study

Meets weekly at St. Mark in the Conference Room/Library on
Wednesdays at 10am. All are welcome to attend and jump in anytime.

St. Mark - Theology on Tap

Tuesdays, November 29, December 6, 13, 20, 6:30pm @ St. Mark
Video Series: Because of Bethlehem by Max Lucado
The study explores how the One who made everything chose to make himself
nothing and come into our world. The sessions will be held on Tuesday nights
during Advent beginning Nov 29. - Dec 20 from 6:30 - 7:30. An optional study
guide can be purchased which includes notes for video segments and activities to
deepen learning between sessions. Facilitated by St. Mark member Beth Claeys.

In November, the council will be having
discussion and approve the date for our
Grace Annual Meeting. Our December
meeting date was moved to December
19 (from December 26).

St. Mark Food Pantry - Volunteers Needed

Ken Krumwiede

Respectfully submitted.

Our food pantry is open Tuesday – Thursday, 10:00am to 2:00pm.
We are currently looking for volunteers for various duties. For more
information on volunteering, please call Rick Flynn at 563-370-1939.
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CALENDAR

*These events are
at or hosted by
St. Mark
Lutheran Church

11:45am Member Text Study
6pm Personnel
6:30pm Property

10am Searcher's Bible Study* 1:15pm Prayer Group
5:30 Grief Support Group 2pm Nominating Committee
7pm Choir Rehearsal

9am Quilters
10am Searcher's Bible Study*
3:00pm Outreach & Welcome
7pm Choir Rehearsal

All Saints' Sunday
Food Pantry Sunday
8:30am Livestream
8:30am Worship
9:30am Adult Education
10:30am Worship

10:30am Staff Meeting
4:30pm Centering Prayer

9am Quilters
11:15am Serve Safer Lunches
11:45am Member Text Study
3pm Social Ministry
6:00pm CYF Mtg via Zoom
7pm Worship & Music

8:30am Livestream
8:30am Worship
9:30am Adult Education
10:30am Worship

10:30am Staff Meeting
4:30pm Centering Prayer

9:00am Naomi Circle
10am Searcher's Bible Study*
11:45am Member Text Study 5:30 Grief Support Group
7pm Choir Rehearsal

Welcome Bishop Current
8:30am Livestream
8:30am Worship
9:30am Adult Education
10:30am Worship
7:00pm Thanksgiving
Worship @ St. Mark*

Newsletter Articles Due
10:30am Staff Meeting
4:30pm Centering Prayer
6:30pm Deborah Circle
7:00pm Sweet Arts Club

Office Closed
11am Council Reports Due
Office Closed
11:45am Member Text Study 10am Searcher's Bible Study* Thanksgiving Day

8:30am Livestream
8:30am Worship
9:30am Adult Education
10:30am Worship

10:30am Staff Meeting
11:45am Member Text Study 10am Searcher's Bible Study*
4:30pm Centering Prayer 6:30pm Theology on Tap*
7pm Choir Rehearsal
7pm Council Meeting

8:30am Page Turners

1pm Choir Rehearsal

Office Closed

Pastor Stephanie on Vacation

2 Stacy Morrison
3 Ethan Becker
George DaRosa
Peter Wiese
4 Ann Jepson
8 Ariel Carter
Bob Peters
9 Sherry McCarty
13 Ben McCullough
15 Vicki Liebbe
16 Shirley Dohrmann
Bob Immel

We thank you for all the past and
continued prayers for Grace Ann
and her family. We have felt
surrounded with yours and God’s
love and support. -Dave &
Elizabeth Linde (Pictured Zach Linde
and his wife Samantha Mantz,
Grace Ann, and George Linde.)

In Loving Memory
Please keep Michael & Dr. Becky Wiese in your prayers
as they mourn the passing of Michael's father, John,
September 29, 2022. Online condolences may be
shared HERE. "Rest eternal grant him, O Lord; and
let light perpetual shine upon him."
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17 Jenny Bayles
18 Russ Finkler
Katie Noack
21 Susan McVay
22 Kelli Mougin
27 Scott Sund
29 Craig Brown
30 Pat Hixon
Jim Lange

NOVEMBER
BIRTHDAYS

In Thanksgiving

Office Hours

8:30am-3:00pm Monday-Thursday
8:30am-Noon Friday
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ADMINISTRATION & COMMUNITY
National
Adoption Month

STAFF

Stephanie Wood, Pastor
pastorstephanie@gracewelcomesyou.org
Dr. Becky Wiese, Deacon
rlawmd@yahoo.com
Annie Nau, Office Administrator
office@gracewelcomesyou.org
Jake Bayles, Custodian
custodian@gracewelcomesyou.org
Claudia Wood, Treasurer
treasurer@gracewelcomesyou.org
Andrew Savely, Worship Tech
worshiptech@gracewelcomesyou.org

MUSICIANS
Sally Meier - Adult Choir Director
Kathi Parrish - Accompanist
Susan Senn - Organist

COUNCIL MEMBERS

Ken Krumwiede President, Grace Visitors
When & How Committee
Partnering in Ministry
Kevin Miller Vice President
Children/Youth/Family
Partnering in Ministry
Deb Kirby Secretary; Personnel
Partnering in Ministry
Claudia Wood Treasurer; Finance
Partnering in Ministry
Bill McCullough Finance
When & How Committee
Mark Jepson Finance, Blood Drive Coord.
Worship Task Force
Janice Gibbs Children/Youth/Family
Cindy Lee Outreach & Welcome
Memorial
Ann Lorentzen Outreach & Welcome
Jim Bayles Property

November is National Adoption Month, a time to honor families who have opened
their hearts and homes to children and teens. For LSI, it is a time to celebrate the
families we support through Foster Care and Adoption services, and to raise
awareness for the hundreds of Iowa children in need of a safe, healthy home.
LSI Foster Care and Adoption recruits, licenses, and supports foster and adoptive
families to ensure every Iowa child grows up in a safe, stable environment. But
more work needs to be done. Thousands of children in the U.S. are waiting to be
adopted from foster care into a “forever family”.
To learn more about supporting Iowa children in foster care, visit
LSIowa.org/Foster, or contact Deb Whitford, LSI Director of Philanthropy and
Church Relations, at Deborah.Whitford@LSIowa.org or 563.676.2065.
Dear People of Grace,
At the Southeastern Iowa Synod 2022 Fall Conference, we prayed for your
congregation by name. We give thanks for the mission and ministry of your
community of faith. Blest be the tie that binds us together as the SEIA Synod.
In the name of the abundant love of Christ,
Deacon Jodi Schuman and Deacon Terese Touvelle

Welcome Bishop Amy Current
On November 20, we will welcome Bishop Amy Current of the Southeastern Iowa
Synod of the ELCA. She will worship with us and lead discussion during our Adult
Education hour. Please plan to join us and show how we carry out Grace in Action.

Thank You!
A big THANK YOU to Jenny Bayles who spent a week painting the upstairs
restrooms. They look fantastic!

December 3 & 4, 2:00pm
Centennial Hall | Tickets: augustana.edu/tickets

Grace Notes Is published monthly by Grace Lutheran
Church, Davenport, IA 52803 A congregation of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church of America

December 11, 3:00pm & 5:00pm
Ascension Chapel | Free & open to the public
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